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-

-
-

-
lowing the methodology of Arksey and O’mllay, four electronic da-

-
gibility based on their full texts. Extracted, compiled, and summa-

-

that has been widely used in recent nursing literature. There 

nurse midwife [3]. During World War I and II, nurse anesthesia 
was developed to reduce anesthesia-related mortality. While 
nurse midwifery was introduced as early as 1920 to meet the 
needs of impoverished women in rural areas, it remains largely 
unregulated [4]. In 1954, when psychiatric nurses were provid-
ed with advanced training, the Clinical Nurse Specialist (CNS) 

fourth advanced role.

-
-
-

-
-
-

ing and midwifery to health care [11] (Dowling, Beauchesne, 

to have a standardized understanding of their roles, responsi-

-

paper was to review and summarize the available literature re-
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chart the data, and compile, summarize, and report results are 
the stages of the process [15].

The following databases were searched: PubMed, Sage 

-

-

-

this review (Figure 1).

Two authors assessed the methodological quality of the re-

reviews of other types of research [13].

-

disagreements were discussed and resolved by consensus.

-

Eleven studies were included in this review; two were quali-

remaining studies were concept analyses, mixed methods ex-
-
-

ies were conducted in Saudi Arabia, Finland, North Carolina, 
the United States (US), the United Kingdom (UK), New Zealand, 

-

the studies. The results of these studies were categorized as fol-

-
hend APN were the Benner model, the Oberle and Allen mod-
el, and the Hamric model. The author did not provide a clear 

that the essence of the APN can be broken down into three 

health, an independent and accountable working style, and 

The analysis revealed one major theme with three sub-
themes: The subthemes of the theme "professional approach 
that enables safe and secure health care with high quality" 

decision making, and meets the need for adequate accessibility 
of health care.

Stasa, et al. [10] drew the conclusion that there is a lack of 
-
-

ways. In the United States, an individual must complete an ap-
proved graduate-level program and pass a qualifying exam in 

-

scope, and a master's degree is required to be an APN. García 
-

method studies.
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Comellas- Oliva, 

To conceptualize APN and its 
reference models, as well as to 

in Catalonia in order to assimilate 
Benner model, Oberle and Allen model 
and Hamric model.

to conceptualize APN, no consen-
sus reached regarding roles and 

Wisur-Hok-
kanen, Glasberg, 
makela & Fager-
str omg, 2015

-
es’ experiences of the content of 
their nursing care and to describe 

for working with a full scope of 

-

interviewed regarding 
experiences of being 
APN) in Finland

The substance (essence) of APN can 
be described with three main themes: 

and responsible manner of working and 
knowing own limits.

-

Hibber, Abos-
haiqah, Sienko, 
Harb, Yousuf, 
Kelley, Brenan, 
Serrant, Leary, 

a Saudi APN thought leadership 

of APN within Saudi Arabia, while 

forward.

regulate APN in Saudi Arabia.

Dowling, 
Beauchesne, 
Farrelly, Morphy, 
2013

To clarify what is meant by ad-
-

-

are its antecedents, consequences, 
references and related terms.

Concept analysis

-
ature, the results revealed the complexity 

-

-

care.  There are seven competencies of 

Coaching and guidance, Research, Ethical 
-

Specialist nurse, Lead cancer nurse, 
Advanced clinical nurse, Modern matron, 

triage, Clinical nurse leader, Nurse-led, 
Midwife-led Case manager, Clinical 

Clinical nurse resource.

Fougere et al, 
nurse (APN),” describe the state 
of development of APN roles, and 

-

Nurse (APN) is a registered nurse who 
has acquired the expert knowledge base, 
complex decision-making skills and clini-

degree is recommended for entry level.

-

various countries, such as “nurse 

“clinical nurse specialist,” and 
others.

Erikson, Linblad, 
Moller, Gillijo, of health care provided by an APN 

in primary health care in Sweden.

-

experience of receiving 
care from APN

Main theme was: Professional approach 
that enables safe and secure health care 

of accessibility of health care on an ap-
propriate level.

Gardner, 
-

brovsky, Adama, 
-

-

on the strong model 
across all states and ter-
ritories of Australia.

-
ing at an advanced level. The results 

advanced level are characterized by high 
mean scores across all domains of strong 

has the capacity to delineate and 
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-

-

nurse specialists, and nurse educators, among others. Mousavi, 
-

Thoun, 2011

explore the inextricable link as 

Column paper

with others that is guided by the highly 
developed and complex terrain of nursing 
science, its associated ethics, models of 

of inquiry, arising from experience in 
and formal (graduate) study of the art 
and science in nursing, as well as the 

competencies germane to and consonant 

-
ary expansion.

nursing specialty and advanced 

extent, complexity addressed at 

-
man, McAllister, 
2004

Scholarly dialogue

area of the larger disciplines of nursing 
(p. 205)".

They adopted Hanson and Hamric 

-
-

cialized clinical area of the larger 
disciplines of nursing (p. 205).

Newall, Towmey, 
Lima, 2018

To make transparent advanced Two phase mixed meth-
ods exploratory study by 
validated survey tool in 
phase1 and workshops 

a clear understanding 

and professional engage-
ment in the second 
phase

The use of an empiric tool enabled 

acknowledged, supported and 
developed.

To align workforce to organiza-

-

-
ing links, professional development and 

Stata, Cashin, 
Buckley, Dono-
ghue, 2014

-

nursing and associated terms are 
-

riety of English speaking countrie, 
including the US, UK, New Zealand, 
Canada and Australia.

Discursive paper

Is a registered nurse who possesses the 

outside the RN scope (extended scope) 
and has received the appropriate legisla-

the APN, to reduce this confu-
sion, the authors recommended 
the minimizing of using the term 

-

nursing scope.

US: an individual is required to have com-
pleted an approved graduate level course 
and passed an appropriate qualifying 
exam

New Zealand & Australia: a level of prac-

required
cluding clinical nurse consultant, nurse coordinator, care man-

Many terms were used interchangeably with APNs, includ-
ing specialist nurse; lead cancer nurse; advanced clinical nurse; 
and modern motor vehicle technician [19,23]. ANPs and APNs 
are used interchangeably; an ANP is a set of personal charac-

that APN is a regulated SOP, similar to how nurses regulate SOPs 
[10].
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the expert knowledge base, complex decision-making skills, and 

-

and Ahmad [24] adopted Hanson and Hamric's model to de-

-
ized clinical area). Some authors concluded that the debate and 

in these studies [5,22].

-
ently. In the United States, the APN is regulated and requires 

Australia [10]. APNs have contributed uniquely to the quality, 

In contrast, APN nurses in Finland encountered ambiguous and 
-

Despite these inconsistencies, it is evident that APN will 

-

APNs reported high mean scores in all of the model's domains 

tool, which was derived from the robust model, has the capac-

study; it was conducted in an Australian context, and the nurses 
-

ed, which may have compromised the study's internal validity. 
-

databases yielded only eleven papers for review. It is possible 

In the absence of standardized measures that enable stake-

-

-
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